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Annual Newsletter and Fund Drive

A Note from Sharon Calafiore,
Samantha’s Mom & President of the 
Samantha Lorene Calafiore Memorial Fund
Greetings. My thoughts begin with, what can I possibly say to you, our supporters? Of course, a huge thank you is always part of my thoughts. Even with the passage of time, I can tell you that I will always feel the grief over the loss of my daughter Samantha and the deep sadness that fills my family’s heart. This brought me to thinking about the word family. Family, the obvious meaning we know, but looking further I felt comfort from reading another meaning: a group of people united by certain convictions or a common affiliation. If you take the time to read our newsletter, share it with someone, attend our fundraisers, go on our website, send in a donation, or mention Samantha’s name and share her with others, you are part of the Samantha Fund family. Thank you being an advocate for Samantha and for the communities and families the Fund supports. 

Finally, this newsletter is our annual fundraiser that raises a considerable portion of our yearly funds. If you wish to make a donation, please use the enclosed donation slip.      

Peace, Sharon  [image: image1.wmf]   

	Contact Information

P.O. Box 1191

Denville, NJ  07834

(201) 874-8072

www.samanthafund.com

sharon@samanthafund.com





	2010 Fundraisers

Spring Fundraiser

Saturday, June 19th at 7:00pm

Fireworks Night at NJ Jackals vs. Quebec 
For complete information, visit www.samanthafund.com
Fall Fundraiser

Saturday, October 23rd

An evening of dinner, entertainment and 
chances to win gift basket and prizes.


	The Samantha Fund Mission
 To financially support NJ families and communities during devastating times and traumatic events while constantly focusing on the children and supporting family unity.
[image: image3.jpg]



Visit www.samanthafund.com for additional information including the following:

Fund Recipients – a complete list of all families and communities the Samantha Fund has supported.

Request Funds – an online form to request financial support for a child, family, or group in need of assistance. 

Gift Shop – an online storefront that contains a wide variety of fundraising gift items embellished with our signature purple ribbon and butterfly logos.


Families the Samantha Fund Supported in 2009
· Warren County 6-year-old girl diagnosed with brain cancer. She completed 30 radiation treatments and underwent homeopathic treatment.  Sadly, in November 2009, this beautiful girl passed away.

· Essex County 3-year-old boy diagnosed with Dravet Syndrome, a rare and severe seizure disorder. He suffers from multiple seizure types, developmental delays and is non-verbal.

· Passaic County 6-year-old boy diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. This is a severe recessive form of MD characterized by rapid progression of muscle degeneration, eventually leading to loss of ambulation.  

· Morris County 13-year-old boy diagnosed in 2008 with a cancerous brain tumor.  He has endured surgery, radiation, chemotherapy and blood transfusions.  

· Passaic County 5-year-old twins who lost their mother unexpectedly. Their father has endured their loss while coping with his own disability. 

· Sussex County 2-year-old girl born with an extremely rare eye disease called Peter’s Anomaly, which has left her essentially blind. She underwent 2 corneal transplants, has had 12 surgeries in 21 months, and additional surgeries are pending. She has developed some vision but it is limited at best. The family travels to NY at least once a week and the little girl is currently on seven different eye medications.  

· Monmouth County 14-year-old girl fighting osteosarcoma (bone cancer). She has undergone chemotherapy after multiple surgeries, including one to save her femur and one to remove a tumor from one of her lungs. 

· Supported Essex County’s AIDS Resource Foundation for Children, specifically, their Academy Street Firehouse after School Program. This after school program for grades 1-12 provides a safe and nurturing environment while supporting children in academics, enrichment, cultural development and psychosocial services. Most of the children come from low-income families affected by HIV. 

· Passaic County 2-year-old girl diagnosed with stage-4 neuroblastoma. She is presently undergoing chemotherapy and requires regular blood transfusions.

· Morris County 8-year-old boy who suffered a severe traumatic brain injury. He is wheelchair bound and deals with other serious issues. With a portion of our donation, the family purchased a massage chair for him. 

· Morris County 9-year-old boy with severe autism, which required his mother to leave her job to care for him and to make sure he receives therapy and medication.  

· Bergen County 6-year-old boy diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. Muscular Dystrophy is a broad term used to label gene-related disorders that affect muscles throughout the body. 

· Passaic County 2-year-old boy born with Cerebral Palsy. He is currently undergoing very expensive therapy that is not covered by insurance. 

· Sussex County 14-year-old girl diagnosed with Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia. Presently, there is no cure and a drug found helpful in treating this disease along with routine blood testing is not covered by insurance.  

· Passaic County 6-year-old boy with meningitis who has had two major strokes that have left him with right side paralysis and substantial hearing loss. 
· Bergen County 6-year-old girl with a brain tumor. Over the past several years she has had chemotherapy and radiation. Many of the drugs needed for her quarterly MRI’s are minimally covered by medical insurance.

· Supported Morris County Operation Holiday, a very closely monitored organization that assists families in need during the Holiday Season. The children’s wish list consists mostly of clothes and the parents ask for necessities such as gift cards to food and clothing stores. The Samantha Fund chooses families each year where the need is focused on the children. This year the Samantha fund was able to give generously to seven families.   

· A grandmother taking care of her 11-year-old granddaughter since infancy. The child was recently diagnosed with seizures and had a severe allergic reaction to the medication causing Steven Johnson Syndrome, a life threatening condition, which causes painful blisters over the body. 

· A single, disabled mother who provides a home for her 16-year-old son who has cerebral palsy.   

· A single mother who suffers from traumatic stress as a result of abuse she received as a child. She is motivated to recover and make a better life for her 14-year-old boy.  

· A single mother who recently was injured and unable to work who is trying to support her 14-year-old boy and 9-year-old girl.  The family has had to rely on the food pantry and in jeopardy of losing their home.  

· A single mother of four children, ages 4, 10, 15 and 16 who was recently was laid off.

· A single parent receiving inconsistent child support for her 11-year-old son has to utilize the food pantry.  

· A grandmother living on a fixed income while being the sole guardian of her 12-year-old grandson.   













The Samantha Lorene Calafiore Memorial Fund, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax deductible public charity.

